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Volunteers Make a Profound 
Difference 

Gary who was a patient at Gratiot Hospital and a 

client of Woodland Hospice needed volunteers.  I 

went to do the assessment and when I arrived he 

was very anxious about dying alone, he had few 

friends and no family.  Pat McDonald knew I had 

gone and thought she could help. She and I sat 

with him for 4-1/2 hours massaging him, Pat did 

Reiki and he became very comfortable and fell 

into a very sound sleep, the grimace left his face, 

his muscles relaxed and his breathing became 

deeper and even.  We felt like he would not die 

that night.  The next morning he was well enough 

to move to the Hospice House.  His flight of 

health was short lived.  Pat and I sat with him 

again, he knew our voices and touch; we were 

able to tell him that we would not let him die 

alone, he began to believe it. 

We were able to fulfill his wish and alleviate his 

anxiety by having a volunteer or staff with him 24 

hours a day from Thursday until Tuesday night.  

He remained comfortable and peaceful the entire 

time. The vigil was incredible; 28 volunteers 

stayed with him 37 times for a total of 118 hours. 

You held his hand, rubbed his arm, patted his 

leg, spoke with him and cared about him.  Gary 

continued to hang on.  Some of us feel that for 

the first time in a very long time he was getting 

love, touch and companionship and did not want 

it to end.  

 

We also thought that someone needed to tell him 

it was okay to die. Pat McDonald and Sue 

Needham did that for him, they played ñI walk in 

the Gardenò and told him it was okay to go, that 

he would see loved ones on the other side.  The 

song and the words helped Gary die very 

peacefully.  Pat and Sue felt Garyôs spirit leave 

him.  What an experience! 

Char Birgy 

Char Birgy 
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June In-service 

Nursing for Non- Nurses 
Presenter ð Rosemary Middleton 

 

The June In-Service will be held at Woodland Hospice 

Conference Center on June 17
th
 at 5:30. The presentation 

will be followed by dinner and fellowship.  Please mark 

your calendars and RSVP if you plan to attend.   This In-

Service is one that the surveyors look for.  They want us to 

review with the volunteers; correct transfers, use of 

walkers, canes and assistance with client care.  We will be 

doing hands on.  

 

Fall 2010 Volunteer Training 

 
Volunteer Training is scheduled for September 27, 28, 29  

and Oct 4,5,6.  Flyers will be available at the Hospice 

House and it will be posted on-line.  We have lost about 30 

volunteers because a large group of students graduated 

this year.  Pass along to friends and families how much 

you LOVE volunteering for Woodland Hospice. 

 

Welcome New Volunteers 

We have 13 new volunteers that have joined us this spring.  

It was again a mixed group of men, women, students, 

retirees and community folks.  We have students from 

CMU and also Wayne State, Northern Michigan and 

University of Michigan.  Most of them have already taken 

an assignment.  Please welcome them to our team. 
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Tipper & Pepper come to Volunteer Training 

WHAT FUN! 

Kathy Brant learns to make a bed with a client in it. 

 
Client becomes Volunteer 

 
 
Billy Gilliand, who just finished volunteer training 

was a Woodland Hospice Client who was 

discharged on December 25
th
 2008.  Billy vowed 

that when his 13 months were up, he was going to 

be a Woodland Hospice Volunteer and he did just 

that.  He went through our 24 hour training, did his 

post interview and signed up to do the Reception 

Desk on Monday afternoons.  This is a unique story 

for us.  Please welcome Billy into the fold. 



 

 

Pepsi Refresh Project 
Woodland Hospice is looking to apply for a grant with the Pepsi 

Refresh Project.  This organization awards grants base on the 

number of votes each application receives on their website.  

Applications go up on the first of the month and votes are 

collected through that month.  At the month end, the applications 

with the most votes receive the grant.  Each month they award a 

specific number of grants.  We are hoping to apply for a $50,000 

grant with the application going out on July 1, 2010.  This grant 

would also have money set specifically aside for benevolence 

fund for people with no insurance or emergency needs that come 

up for families.  One of the pieces of the application is a three 

minute video.  We need someone with video experience who can 

write a script, film the video, and edit it to ensure that it is less 

than three minutes.  If you have equipment that would be great, 

but if you do not have it we can find it for you.  After July 1, you 

will be hearing from Char on a regular basis reminding you to vote 

for us.  It will only take a minute of your time to follow the link and 

vote for Woodland Hospice.  Remember that we need votes to 

get the grant.  It doesnôt matter how much the Pepsi Refresh 

Project likes our idea or wants to support us, it is all about the 

votes!  Please contact Char if you think you would be able to help 

with the project or know of someone who can.  You can find more 

information about the Pepsi Refresh Project at 

http://www.refresheverything.com/index. 

 
Elaine Walcott 

 

Dozen Roses-Great Job 
              

      Bob Kerns, Audrey Rock,  Ron Schafer, Barb 
Valek,  Julia Schmalbach, Mary Davis,  Nancy 
Walworth, Janelle Vincent, Daniel Cater,  Maggie 
Foote, Lori Lickly, Lynn Zieter, Lisa 
Vonommeren, Beth Miller, Andrea Johns, 
Amanda Anton, Linda Mead, Brenda Gaeth, Pat 
McDonald, Barb Houghton, Sue Needham, Sue 
Carey, Chuck Swartz, Elizabeth Kemm, Kathy 
Gordon, Ashley Aultman, Shirley Walden, Ella 
Strauss, Vicky Schafer, Rick Messick  and Lou 
Ann Rank, you have provided hours and hours of 

volunteer service to 11 clients and families during 

the month of May.  The number of you doing client 

care and companionship continues to grow.  I thank 

all of you for your time, youôre caring and 

compassion.  You are all very special. 

 

Dee Korhman with Tipper and Pepper , Margy 
Reimer with Murphy, Baxter and Boomer  who 

continue to do visits with our clients here at Hospice 

House and assisted living.  These visits have been 

really special.  The families, other clients and 

residents all benefit  from your wonderful dogs.   

 
Thanks to our switchboard operators whose voice 

represents Woodland Hospice.  Thank you for all 

the duties you do while at the desk.  Sue Switzer, 
Barb Valek, Jo Redman, Kathy Gordon, Maggie 
Foote, Carole Kennet, Linda Mead, Lynn Zieter, 
Geri Bierschbach and Joyce Schafer.  
 
We also thank our smiling faces at the reception 

desk, greeting guests and helping families.  Mary 
Lee, Sue Needham, Keith Allen, Lois Curtiss, 
Judy Neely, Alice Burlington, Ella Strauss, Hilda 
Sharp, Nancy Hyder, Mae Shuert, Lisa 
Vonommeren and Kathy Gordon.  
 
Thank you Ron Shuert who mows our huge lawn,  

and helps Edwin with projects including cleaning the 

bathrooms, WHAT A GUY!   

 
Thanks to the participants of the Highland Festival:  

Michelle Sweeney, Mike and Cindy, Carole 
Kennett, Barb Valek, Leslie Mead, Ella Strauss, 
Kathy Gordon, Pat Coen, Don Mirriless, Bob 
Kerns, Maria Gres kowiak and family, Bob Mead, 
Josh Mead and untold many who filled seed 

packets and ribboned bookmarks. 

 
 

June Birthdays 
Volunteers    Staff  

       
Karlee Cederquist    6-1   Judi Aney         6-1 
Nancy Roberts         6-2   Karen Latham    6-5 
Marie Fussman        6-9   Kay Miller           6-22 
Danielle Dickenson  6-14                  Elizabeth Baldwin 6-22 
Mandi Morse          6-18   Elaine Walcott     6-29 
Kathy Preston        6-18 
Cynthia Darson      6-19 
Barb Houghton       6-20 
Crystal Higginson   6-23 
Alice Burlington      6-23 
Mary Davis             6-23 
Diane Hash            6-24 
Amanda Atkinson   6-26  
Becky Bennett        6-28 
Renee Pascouau    6-30      

  

 


